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HELEN BARRETT is on the wrong side of size 8 shoes and has long struggled to find a cost-effective supply.

All that may be about to change.

IF THE SHOE FITS…………

Feeling like an ugly sister with no beautiful shoes to fit your size eight-plus feet? Cinderella Shoes has the solution. The new county Offaly company has shoes to fit every season and occasion, from a debs ball to sophisticated wedding. Watch for their strappy sandals and smart slingbacks. And there are bags to match.

We live in an age where people are getting progressively taller, and, as a result have bigger feet. However the shoe industry has yet to catch up with this growth  spurt. And so, women on the wrong side of size 8, end up badgering bemused sales assistants or travelling to Dublin or abroad, in the hope of finding that illusive pair of shoes.

I speak from experience. As a child I boasted about having the biggest feet in my class. Every year saw a jump of a shoe size and a more adult pair of shoes. All was well until, at the age of 17, I had stretched to a size 9 ( 43 European ) And a size beyond “the largest we stock in the shop”

And so started an ongoing quest to find shoes that not only fitted, but looked sassy.

It’s tough work. And expensive. It has involved travelling to London for special occasions and Dublin for the everyday stuff. Factor in the travel costs, and the price of two or three pairs of shoes – it doesn’t make economic sense to buy just one – and your left with an impressive bill.

When abroad, I make it my business to find out whats available for the over-eights. Paraguay was great ( it’s all post-war Germans ) ; so too was Rio de Janeiro. But you can forget Paris or Rome, where the women are petite and all size 5 or under. Then there is the bespoke option, but they come with granny appeal and you’d need to remortgage the house to pay for them.

How I long for a pair of dangerous shoes. Like Carrie’s, in Sex and the City – those 40’s style slingbacks by Fendi with a cone heel and a rhinestone – encrusted enamelled blossom. Then again, I don’t have her budget – on a shoe shopping excursion with Miranda, Carrie spent $40,000 on shoes. It’s equally unlikely that Fendi make size 9 plus.

With their stylish shoes made in Italy and Germany, Cinderella Shoes could be the magical answer to my dreams. From today, the company is touring the country with it’s spring / summer range. Prices will vary on style of shoes and will range from €100 to €120. Boots start at €180

Whatever your shoe size, Cinderella Shoes says it has a solution and at a location near you.

Irish Cinderella Shoe Display in Cork, The Vienna Woods Hotel, Glanmire, 11am – 5pm on Saturday March 8th 

Tralee ; Abbey Court Hotel, 11am – 5pm on Sunday March 9th
Ennis ; West County Hotel, 11am – 5pm on Saturday March 22nd
Galway ; Menlo Park Hotel, 11am – 5pm on Sunday March 23rd
Details ; Tel 0506 26696

Website ; www.cinderellashoes.ie
