NOW YOU CAN GO TO THE BALL!

If ‘your feet’s too big’ and your having difficulty finding a pair of shoes to fit them, then trot along to “Cinderella Shoes.”   By Mary McLaughlin.

Cindy Crawford’s are big; Elle McPherson’s and Naomi Campbell’s are, and Jerry Hall’s are even bigger. Most ‘super models’ have a large foot, so why are most women made to feel embarrassed about theirs?

“Boats, Barges, people carriers” are just some of the terms used to describe feet over the accepted ‘normal’ size.

Gina Hennessy’s size 9 foot was impossible to cater for in Ireland, and trips to London and the occasional catalogue were her only options, and even then, not always too satisfactory.

Six years ago she began research into starting her own business to meet the demands of women whose feet are size 8½ or larger. She trawled the internet and sourced factories in Spain, Germany, Italy and American companies through shoe fairs in Las Vegas.

Whistle-stop tour

The appropriately named ‘Cinderella Shoes’ is now in it’s seventh month of trading and Gina has every reason to declare it a success, already accepting phone and internet orders from repeat customers, and halfway through her unique whistle-stop tour of Ireland – a scheme which will truly establish her shop throughout the country.

Gina is quick to point out that a pair of shoes in size 5 or 6 don’t simply translate to larger sizes automatically. The Italian pointed toe boots that might look fine on my small feet, would be disastrous on a larger foot, and a simple ultra flat pump wouldn’t suit a longer and broader style.

Luckily Gina has discovered an Italian footwear designer who will tweak and customise established shapes to suit her customers; pointed toes can be squared off, heels are not simply court or kitten, but are quirky and interesting.

“Details are really important – they draw the eye towards them and distract from the size of the foot,” says Gina who opts for stitching details and clasps or buttons or leather details.

 Styles   

She offers nearly all styles of shoe, although she has found it difficult to find styles to suit teenagers; not only are the styles simply not available, but platforms and chunky soled shoes look pretty awful in sizes over 8.

She had a pair of high rise shoes made for a customer in size 10 who was forced to admit they were a disaster.

However, she urges any customer of any age to put their names on the mailing list. While she may not have anything to suit in the shop, she will do her best to source what you are looking for.

She has selected a range to suit the bridal wear market as well as an evening wear collection, complete with matching bags which are perfect for the forthcoming deb’s customer. Among the 75 styles in her current collection, she has a comprehensive choice in sandals in all summer shades, casual shoes and classic shapes.

Mobile Shop - Roadshows   
She is operating roadshows around the country until March 23rd at the following venues;

· March 1st – Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo

· March 2nd – Landmark Hotel, Carrick–on–Shannon

· March 8th – Vienna Woods Hotel, Cork

· March 9th – Abbeygate Hotel, Tralee

· March 22nd – West County Hotel, Ennis

· March 23rd – Menlo Park Hotel, Galway.

