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TULLAMORE WOMAN GETS TO THE FOOT OF THE PROBLEM. By Eilis Ryan.

Last year, medical research revealed something which was hardly a secret; young people are getting taller. It used to be that the average Irish male was just 5’8 in height, while the average Irish woman was just 5’5.

Now however more and more teenage boys are shooting past the 6 foot mark – and not pausing until they’re coming close to a foot above that!

But for the tall teenager there is one problem that causes headaches ; greater height means greater shoe sizes – and few shops stock shoes which are larger than size 8.

“A thirteen year old wants what her friends are  wearing” says Gina Hennessy, a Tullamore woman who has come up with the answer ; a mobile shoe shop which is supplying shoes for the larger foot.

“The shops stop at sizes 41 or 42 which is a size 8, but we pick up at size 8½” says Gina, whose firm is called “Cinderella Shoes”

A tall woman herself, she was for a long time aware of the difficulty that women with bigger feet have had in finding stylish shoes.

“This was always in the back of my head, just simply because shops don’t cater for people with bigger feet” explains Gina, who reveals that several years ago, she began trying to source manufacturers of larger sized shoes.

That led to a meeting with an Italian manufacturer who was impressed by the arguments Gina was making in favour of producing his range in larger sizes.

It’s not always as simple as persuading someone who does produce a nice range of shoes, to just go up a few sizes. To some extent the shoes need to be completely redesigned in order to suit the sizes.

Numerous trips abroad have paid off . She has also found herself getting involved in design suggestions and coming up with styles she knows will appeal to fashion conscious customers.

In addition, she and her partners are regular visitors to shoe fairs around the world, constantly in search of the larger shoe – with style!

The biggest problem is the teenage market. It’s easier to read the 25 + market, but for teenagers, the designers decide this month what will happen next month!

Style is one of the big issues for the customers, and she has really felt sorry for some customers who have come into the shop wearing mens shoes, because they were all they could get to fit them.

“ You know if you want to buy an outfit for a wedding, you buy the clothes and then you get the shoes and bag to match, but we’ve had to get the shoes first – and then go looking for the outfit”

As well as dress shoes, casual shoes are also a big problem. While women sometimes bite the bullet, and go looking for their size 10 or 11’s in the menswear department, the fact is that mens shoes do not suit the shape of womens feet at all.

“They’re wider for guy’s, and wider looking, and they’re bulkier, so we have this just this week launched a new range of trainers and walking shoes.”

For July, she is hoping to have a “back to school” collection available.

Up to last week Cinderella Shoes had 82 designs available- but since Monday they have over 100 designs available, and they are constantly striving to provide up-to-the-minute styles for clients.

There has been another problem besetting those with large feet; because they couldn’t get shoes in proper sizes, they often end up with foot problems through having to wear shoes that were too small or too tight for them.

Gina is hoping that soon , Cinderella Shoes will stock a range of podiatry shoes to suit those customers needs.

Because it is quite a specialised market, Cinderella Shoes travels to their customers. They have a complete mobile shop which goes on the road regularly,  bringing the firms wares to different cities around the country.

Along with that customers who make an appointment can call to a showroom the firm runs on Church road. 

